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John 2:1-11
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there,
and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine
was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Nearby stood six stone
water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from
twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they
filled them to the brim. Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the
master of the banquet.”
They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned
into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had
drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone
brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have



had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.” What Jesus did here
in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and
his disciples believed in him.

John 2:11
What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he
revealed his glory; and his disciples
believed in him.

“All philosophies, however divergent they may sometimes be in the answers they
bring, promise us an escape from primitive fears. They possess in common with
religions the conviction that anguish prevents us from leading good lives: it stops us
not only from being happy, but also from being free…The question becomes one of
how to persuade humans to ‘save’ themselves. Salvation must proceed not from an
other from some being supposedly transcendent (meaning ‘exterior to and superior
to’ ourselves), but well and truly from within. Philosophy wants us to get ourselves
out of trouble by utilizing our own resources, by means of reason alone, with
boldness and assurance.”

- Luc Ferry, A Brief History of Thought: A Philosophical Guide to Living

“In combating the mechanistic view of life, scientists…are rediscovering a vision
imbued with a sense of human values—a humbler understanding of how the world
is constructed. Science and technology, understood as disciplines removed from or
even superior to questions of morality, cannot provide a sense of meaning, and that
is a cause of distress. ‘The world is always a mess, irrespective of science,’ Bohlson
suggests. ‘But with religion we can endure it and make our work worthwhile. We
gain so much in our understanding when we realize that God permeates science.’”

- Joel Kotkin & Anthony Lemus, Religious Science

The surprising and often longed for eventuality of encountering God.

The Encounter

John 2:11



What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

What He Offers

John 2:8-9
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned
into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had
drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside.

“I believe like a child that suffering will be healed and made up for, that all the
humiliating absurdity of human contradictions will vanish like a pitiful mirage...that in
the world's finale, at the moment of eternal harmony, something so precious will
come to pass that it will suffice for all hearts, for the comforting of all resentments,
for the atonement of all the crimes of humanity, for all the blood that they've shed;
that it will make it not only possible to forgive but to justify all that has happened.”

- Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov

“Some of us know what it is like to be too happy to live. The love of God has been
so experienced by us on some occasions, that we almost have to ask God to stop
the delights for we could endure no more. If God has not shielded his love and glory
a bit, we believe we could not have stood it.”

- Charles Spurgeon

Why We Need It

John 2:6-7
Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill
the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.

How It Is Possible

John 2:1-5



On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there,
and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine
was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” His
mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

“To be loved by God, not merely pitied, but delighted in as an artist delights in his
work or as a father in a son—it seems impossible, a weight or burden of glory
which our thoughts can hardly sustain. But it is so.”

- C.S. Lewis, The Weight Of Glory


